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Question 1 (Suggested time—40 minutes. This 

question counts as one-third of the total essay section score.) 

Read the following passage from Nathaniel Hawthorne's novel The House of the Seven Gables. Then write a careful 
analysis of how the narrator reveals the character of Judge Pyncheon. You may emphasize whichever devices (e.g., 
tone, selection of detail, syntax, point of view) you find most significant. 

To apply this train of remark somewhat more closely 
to Judge Pyncheon! We might say (without, in the least, 
imputing crime to a personage of his eminent respecta- 

line bility) that there was enough of splendid rubbish in his 
5) life to cover up and paralyze a more active arid subtile 

conscience than the Judge was ever troubled with. The 
purity of his judicial character, while on the bench; the 
faithfulness of his public service in subsequent capaci-
ties; his devotedness to his party, and the rigid consis- 
tency with which he had adhered to its principles, or, at 
all events, kept pace with its organized movements; his 
remarkable zeal as president of a Bible society; his 
unimpeachable integrity as treasurer of a Widow's and 
Orphan's fund; his benefits to horticulture, by produc- 

5; ing two much-esteemed varieties of the pear, and to 
agriculture, through the agency of the famous Pyncheon-
bull; the cleanliness of his moral deportment, for a great 
many years past; the severity with which he had frowned 
upon, and finally cast off, an expensive and dissipated 

(20); son, delaying forgiveness until within the final 
quarter of an hour of the young man's life; his prayers at 
morning and eventide, and graces at mealtime; his efforts 
in furtherance of the temperance-cause; his confining him-
self, since the last attack of the gout, to five diurnal (25) 
glasses of old Sherry wine; the snowy whiteness of his 
linen, the polish of his boots, the handsomeness of his 
gold-headed cane, the square and roomy fashion of his 
coat, and the fineness of its material, and, in general, the 
studied propriety of his dress and equipment; the  
scrupulousness with which he paid public notice, in the 
street, by a bow, a lifting of the hat, a nod, or a motion 
of the hand, to all and sundry his acquaintances, rich or 
poor; the smile of broad benevolence wherewith he made 
it a point to gladden the whole world; — what room could 
possibly be found for darker traits, in a portrait made up 
of lineaments like these! This proper face was what he 
beheld in the looking-glass. This admirably arranged life 
was what he was conscious of, 

in the progress of every day. Then, might not he claim 
(40) to be its result and sum, and say to himself and the 

community—"Behold Judge Pyncheon, there"? 
And, allowing that, many, many years ago, in his 

early and reckless youth, he had committed some one 
wrong act or that, even now, the inevitable force of 

(45) circumstances should occasionally make him do one 
questionable deed, among a thousand praiseworthy, or, 
at least, blameless ones — would you characterize the 
Judge by that one necessary deed, and that half-
forgotten act, and let it overshadow the fair aspect of a 

(50) lifetime! What is there so ponderous in evil, that a 
thumb's bigness of it should outweigh the mass of 
things not evil, which were heaped into the other scale! 
This scale and balance system is a favorite one with 
people of Judge Pyncheon's brotherhood. A hard, cold 

(55) man, thus unfortunately situated, seldom or never look-
ing inward, and resolutely taking his idea of himself   • 
from what purports to be his image, as reflected in the 
mirror of public opinion, can scarcely arrive at true 
self-knowledge, except through loss of property and 

(60) reputation. Sickness will not always help him to it; not 
always the death-hour! 

(1851) 
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